9th grade
Students:
· Start high school off strongly.  Use the four year plan worksheet to make sure that you have enough time to take the classes you want and need.

· Make sure you spend time on each of your classes most every day.  It’s important to establish good study habits and time management skills right from the start.

· Plan your schedule to include at least four academic classes that will meet both high school graduation requirements and start meeting the requirements for college.

· Most colleges admissions requirements include 4 years of English, 4 years of math (with one year beyond Algebra II), 2 years of foreign language, 3 years of lab science, 2 years of history/social studies and 1 year of a fine art
· Many are also looking to see if you went beyond those and took additional classes when available; more reasons to plan ahead!

· Make sure when you are registering for classes that you understand the prerequisites and requirements, especially for Pre-AP classes.  These are a yearlong commitment and you have to be ready for that.  Check out the IRHS Advanced Placement website to make sure that you understand what Pre-AP is preparing you for. 
· Start a file or Career Portfolio that includes an ongoing list of awards and honors, a list of school and community activities in which you are involved, including both paid and volunteer work and descriptions of what you do in each, or a current resume.  Keeping track of this as you go along is much easier than trying to recreate it when it comes time to apply.  AZCIS is a great place to do this and we will be working on it yearly, so take advantage of its options.
· Whatever your passion, get involved!
· If you don’t know what your passion is yet, try a couple of different activities and again, get involved!
· Talk to your counselor, teachers and parents about your plans for college.  Find the answers to your questions about what classes to take, college admissions requirements beyond classes and start to create a list of what’s important to you in a college.  Check out College Board’s Big Future website to help you start your list of prospective colleges.
Parents:

· Continue to talk with your student about college and your expectations for them.  Find out what they want in a college and help them start to look at different options.  

· If you are on vacation somewhere and have a little extra time, just walk around a local college.  It may not be where your student will end up, but it will help them start to realize the myriad differences between colleges and figure out what they want in their college experience.

· Make sure that they develop and maintain good study habits and time management.  Many colleges are using a holistic approach to admissions, but grades are still the biggest determinant.

· Encourage them to get involved in something they enjoy or feel strongly about.  It’s about quality not quantity, so encourage them to find a couple of activities and really dig into them.  

· Leadership helps, but you don’t have to be a club or team officer to be a leader.  Make sure they work on leadership skills in a variety of areas.

· Start or continue to save for college.  Every little bit helps!

· Help your student start to research colleges and scholarships.  The Financial Aid/Scholarship tab on this website has a variety of search engines and resources available to you and some scholarships are open to students of all ages, not just seniors.  If nothing else, your student can create a list of scholarships to apply to as a senior and be prepared ahead of time.
